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Introduction

Although it is not often acknowledged, industrial archaeology, the study of industry and the buildings associated with it, form an integral part of our national heritage. I have a particular interest in this field and thus I was dismayed, when, I heard earlier this year that the Avena Mills in nearby Ballisodare, were to be demolished.

I felt, that since it was not possible to preserve the mills, the least I could do was to preserve their history in book form. Under the auspices of Sligo Family Research, I endeavoured to research and record the history of the Ballisodare Mills. What follows is the result of my research into what was once one of the most prosperous industries in the west of Ireland.
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THE TOWN OF BALLISODARE

Ballisodare – “the Town of the Cataract of the Oak,” gets its name from the series of waterfalls over which the Uncion tumbles on its journey to the sea. Daire / Dara meaning “oak,” forms part of the name “Baile Easa Dara” because, supposedly, the bridge over the river in olden times was made by weaving together the boughs and branches of oak trees that grew on either side of the river. It is also believed that the land on both sides of the cataract produced superior oak timbers, hence the name of the town. However, it is alternatively believed that “Baile Easa Dara” or Ballisodare means “the Town of the Cataract of Dara,” Dara being an ancient Celtic Druid who was slain in the river by Lugh Lamh Fhada, an ancient Celtic Warrior.

Ballisodare has not always occupied its present site; partly on the east and partly on the west side of the river. It was only in the 19th Century that the town spread to the right bank of the river; previously it had been confined entirely to the left bank. Before the rise of the town, the spot on which it subsequently stood was called “Easa Dara” – Cataract of the Oak, its prefix, “Baile / Bal” – meaning “town” – only being added later.
The first important event in connection with Ballisodare, of which we have any record, is the Meeting of Saints which occurred there in 585 A.D. This was attended by many of the saints of Ireland who had come from all parts of the country to pay their duty to Colmcille as he was returning from the famous Convention of Drumceat, in County Derry.

MILLING IN BALLISODARE

It is evident that there have been oatmeal mills at Ballisodare from time immemorial. It has been recorded that an oatmeal mill was constructed here in the 7th Century, by Saint Feichin, long before he constructed the famous one at Fore in County Meath. Over the centuries many Ballisodare people made a living by making and selling meal.

The social state of Ireland improved greatly during the second half of the 18th Century, and Ballisodare shared in the prosperity. In the closing years of the century, there were five mills in the place, four for grinding oats, and one for making flour. As well as the four or five kilns in Ballisodare itself, there were also many more in the neighbouring villages, because those in the town were unable to keep the mills going. There was a saltpan just south of Ballisodare, and another to the east at Streamstown. As well as all this there were three small mills in Ballisodare for dressing frieze and flannel.

Ballisodare had superb water power indeed, but at no time, however was the quantity of water used in milling equal to the quantity running uselessly to the sea. In the 1000 or so yards between the bridge over the river, and the falls, there was enough land for a dozen mills or factories, and no shortage of water whatsoever.
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THE MILLS UNDER THE OWNERSHIP OF MCDONALD /  MCDONNELL
Around The year 1816, a Mr. William McDonald / McDonnell came from Dublin, where he had been in business, to Ballisodare where he erected a bleach mill. There is some ambiguity as to whether his name was McDonald or McDonnell; Archdeacon O’Rorke, author of both “O’Rorke’s History of Sligo” and “Ballisodare and Kilvarnet” calls him McDonald in the former book, and McDonnell in the latter. Whether this is due to an editing oversight or some further research by the Archdeacon, we don’t know. In Pigot’s Directory of Ireland (1824), this mill owner is referred to as William McDonald, Esq. This may well have been his name, but I cannot ignore the fact that Archdeacon O’Rorke refers to him as McDonnell, so I will take the liberty of using both names. McDonald /  McDonnell worked this mill until 1826, when the corn kilns and the mill itself were burned to the ground by a fire, which was supposedly lit to dry malt, by persons who entered the premises without the knowledge of Mr. McDonald / McDonnell. The mill was rebuilt, and Mr. McDonald / McDonnell worked it with great enthusiasm until 1832, when he died from cholera, which was particularly rampant in Ballisodare in that year.
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THE CULBERTSON MILLS

In the year 1833, Mr. Robert Culbertson erected the great oatmeal mill on the right bank of the river. Later, he put up, on the left bank, the famous flour mill, which for several years after its erection, supplied all the shopkeepers and bakers of County Sligo as well as many in the counties of Roscommon and Leitrim. In 1840, Culbertson’s new mills were burned down, and large quantities of oats and meal were destroyed. The cause of the fire is not known, but we do know that the mills were quickly rebuilt and Culbertson continued to work them successfully. In 1856, there was a fatal explosion in the mills which blew the entire roof off the structure, killed nine men, maimed several workmen, destroyed vast stores of wheat and flour and much of the machinery. It is reputed that the explosion was caused by chemicals which were used for discolouring the flour, and which were kept locked in a room at the mill. The person in charge of this department was absent in England when the explosion occurred, and thus, it is not known how it came about.
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What follows is an alphabetic list of those who lost their lives on this occasion;


Boyd, William


Boys, William Jun. (Son of preceeding)


Brennan, James


Brown, Mark


Connington, John


Drummy, Edward


Smith, William


Taylor, William


Tighe, James

Those who suffered, but survived were;


Brothers, John


Carroll, John


Carter, James


Johnston, John


Mulvagh, Robert


Rochfort, Edward


Tiernan, Thomas

Another result of the explosion was that it ruined the health of Mr. Culbertson, who only lived for a short number of years afterwards. He died on 9th of May 1862, only six years after the tragedy. He was an extremely popular man among both his workers and the people of Ballisodare, and they were greatly saddened by the occasion of his death. Thos who knew him well were aware that it was not his own losses that troubled him, but rather the deaths and injuries of his workers. Mr. Culbertson was so well loved, that a handsome stained glass window was erected in memory of him, in the Church of Ireland Church in Ballisodar. One of the three mural tablets beneath the window reads;
Sacred

To the memory of

Robert Culbertson Esqr. J.P.

Of Avena Ballisodare

Who departed this life

The 9th of May 1862

Aged 52 years

---

Optimo conjugi

Conjux macrens

---

“He walketh with God and he was not, for God took him.”

Gen. 5 v 2.4
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Although Robert Culbertson is commemorated in the Church of Ireland Church in Ballisodare, he is actually buried in St. John’s Church of Ireland Cemetery in John Street, Sligo. The inscription on his grave reads as follows;

Necminus Fortiter

Sacred

To the memory of

Ellen M. Culbertson

Who departed this life

On the 18th April 1845 aged 25 years

Also of her daughter

Ellen

Who died January 2nd 1847 aged 4 years

Also Robert Culbertson

Ballisodare

Who departed this life 9th May 1862

Aged 52 years

Universally beloved and respected

Also

Of Agnes Culbertson

Who departed this life 8th October 1868

Aged 46 years

LOCATION MAP

OF
AVENA MILLS
BALLISODARE
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THE MILLS UNDER MIDDLETON AND POLLEXFEN

After Culbertson’s death, the mills were bought by Messrs. Middleton and Pollexfen. The Pollexfen family were the descendants of a transplanted Englishman of Devonshire birth and Cornish ancestry.

William Pollexfen was born at Berry Head near the port of Brixham in 1811. At the age of twelve, he ran away to sea. In his early twenties, he landed in Sligo, where his cousin, Elizabeth Pollexfen Middleton, a Jersey girl was a widow. Her husband William, a Sligo man, of the merchant firm, Middleton & Mills, had died  in the cholera epidemic of 1832.
After a number of visits to Sligo, William Pollexfen decided to settle there. He married his cousin’s daughter, also called Elizabeth, who was eight years his junior. Some time afterwards, he entered into a partnership with her brother William Middleton, under the firm name of Middleton and Pollexfen. In the second half of the 18th Century, the firm owned ships which imported coal to, and maize from America, and carried goods from Sligo and Liverpool to Portugal and Spain.

In nearby Ballisodare, Culbertson’s mills had lain idle since the fatal explosion in 1856 which had killed nine men, and caused the death, in 1862, from grief and worry, of Mr. Culbertson. Middleton & Pollexfen bought up the property, and on the business generated from it established a considerable family fortune. They worked the mills successfully for many years, and during these years, Ballisodare and the neighbouring regions became very prosperous.

At this stage, the Avena Mills consisted of three mills for dressing flour, one for grinding oats and maize, and one for crushing maize or Indian Corn. There were kilns, stores, and offices that served for the workings of the mills, and also a gas works which supplied the gas with which all the buildings were lit. These buildings included the miller’s cottages, the millwright’s house, the Superintendent’s house, and the fine Avena House – the residence of Mr. Middleton. As well as all this there was also a row of workmen’s dwellings.
The three flour mills were all on the left bank of the river. They were powered by two three quarter breast-wheels, and one undershot wheel, each one 18 feet in diameter and 10 feet wide. The combined horsepower of the three mills was 195. The mills contained twenty-eight pairs of stones  and were capable of turning out 1,500 sacks of flour per week.

The maize mill, which ground either oats or maize, stood on the right bank of the river. It contained nine pairs of stones, worked by two three-quarter breast wheels, 18 feet in diameter and 6 feet wide. It turned out about 360 tons of ground breadstuffs per week. The mill for crushing Indian Corn, which was used for horse and cattle feeding, was also on the same bank of the river.
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Besides the Avnea flour and corn mills, Middleton and Polloxfen also owned the flour and corn mills in Sligo, the Camphill mills in Collooney, and flour and corn mills near Dublin. They also owned agencies and stores in Westport, Ballina, Castlerea, Boyle, Donegal, Ballinasloe and Galway. Mr Middleton, who was the senior partner in the firm was a magistrate and a Sligo Harbour Commissioner.

At this point I feel that it is important to mention the Sligo Mills, and the Camphill Mills in Collooney. A brief description of these mills follows. The Sligo Mills were situated on the River Garavogue. They consisted of a flour mill and a corn mill driven by undershot wheels. The mills had eight pairs of four and a half foot burrs, five of which were for flour, and three for maize. There was also another mill with eight pairs of four and a half foot burrs, driven by a turbine. In the case of a water shortage there was also a steam engine available to drive it. The firm had large storage accommodation near the quays and also numerous kilns for drying oats.

The Camphill Mills, one a flour mill, the other a meal mill, were both driven by overshot wheels, which were 25 feet wide, and a small turbine of fourteen horsepower. The flour mill turned out about 300 tons of flour weekly, while the meal mill turned out 240 tons of meal. Both mills were the property of Mr. Madden, Bray, but were leased for a long time to Messrs. Middleton & Polloxfen.
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However, in the 1870’s, there was a great agricultural depression in Ireland due to the opening up of  Western America. Crops were exported from the western states, to all parts of the world, and small countries like Ireland suffered a depression due to a decrease in exports.

In the late 1870’s and early 1880’s, the businesses in Sligo, Ballisodare and Collooney drew almost to a halt. There were only five or six men employed in the Ballisodare mills, whereas before there had been well over a hundred. The yards of Mr. James Clarence and Mr. James McDonagh, well known builders in Ballisodare at the time, were very slack in work, and many of their workers were made redundant. The village of Ballisodare became almost deserted because most of its labourers and tradesmen emigrated to England or America.
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In January 1862, William Middleton died, and William Polloxfen, together with his son George Thomas, took over the running of the mills under the name “W. & G.T Polloxfen.” Like Robert Culbertson, William Middleton is buried in St John’s Church of Ireland Cemetery in John Street, Sligo. His grave is the Middleton family plot and also, the infant son of William Polloxfen is buried there. The inscription on the tombstone reads as follows;

WM. POLLOXFEN
William M. Polloxfen

Son of the above named William Polloxfen

Died 19th November 1846 aged 2 years

WM. MIDDLETON SENR.

William Middleton

Merchant Sligo died of Cholera

24th August 1832 aged about 60 years

Elizabeth Polloxfen

Widow of above named William Middleton

Died 19th April 1853 aged about 55 years

Also children of above named

William and Elizabeth Middleton

VIZ

John Middleton

Died 1820 infant

Charles Middleton

Drowned at Sligo 6th March 1831 aged 16 years

Mary Anne Middleton

Died of Cholera August 1832 aged 4 years

George Middleton

Died September 1834 aged 5 years

Isabella Middleton

Died 11th October 1836 aged 14 years

THE MILLS UNDER THE POLLOXFENS

By the 1890’s the Polloxfens had resurrected the mills to what they had been - a prosperous industry providing much employment for Ballisodare. The mills were considered the most extensive business in Sligo. The Polloxfens, as well as owning the Avena flour and corn mills, owned the flour and corn mills at Sligo, and carried on an extensive inland trade in maize, wheat, flour and coal. The mills at this stage were all driven by water.
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The Avena Mills as owned by the Polloxfens consisted of three large buildings called Flour Mills no.’s 1, 2 and 3. There was also a corn store  with large storage accommodation built in close proximity to each mill. Flour mills no.’s 1 and 2 were in one large building situated on the western side of the river. They were driven by two three-quarter breast-wheels, each being 24 feet in diameter and 10 feet wide. They contained twenty pairs of four and a half burrs. No. 3 flour mill was built on the same bank of the river, but somewhat further down. It was driven by an under-shot wheel, which was 24 feet in diameter and 9 feet wide. It contained eight pairs of four and a half feet burrs. The maize mill lay on the eastern side of the river, nearly opposite mill no. 3, and was connected with the opposite bank by a narrow bridge, so that the workmen could cross.

WM. MIDDLETON

William Middleton

Died 8th January 1882 aged 61 years

Eliza Irwin

Wife of the above named William Middleton

Died 8th December 1875 aged 52 years

Also children of the above named

William and Eliza Middleton

VIZ

William J. Middleton

Died 26th July 1843 aged 1 year

Fanny Middleton

Died 24th December 1853 aged 9 years

Elizabeth Middleton

Died 13th March 1869 aged 22 years

Alfred P. Middleton

Died 14th November 1869 aged 11 months

Agnes Middleton

Died 28th August 1873 aged 22 years

John Middleton

Died 26th June 1875 aged 17 years

Charles F. Middleton

Died 30th July 1894 aged 32 years
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It contained nine pairs of four and a half feet burrs, driven by two three quarter breast-wheels, each 16 feet in diameter and 6 feet wide. On this side of the river, there were large oat-kilns. These were driven by machinery which was connected with the corn mill. Oats were received here from the country people who grew them. Then they were dried in the kiln, cleaned and prepared for exportation or milling.

Close to the oat-kilns, there was a small mill containing two pairs of stones for crushing maize intended for horse feeding. On the opposite bank to this were the gas works which supplied the mills and dwelling houses.
The Polloxfen’s had also improved the Sligo Mills, and the Camphill Mills and worked them efficiently.

In 1892, William Polloxfen died, and his son George Thomas carried on the business. George himself died in 1910. Both father and son are, like the other mill owners, buried in St John’s Church of Ireland Cemetery in Sligo. The inscription on their tombstone reads as follows;

In

Memory of

Elizabeth Polloxfen

Died 2nd October 1892

Aged 73 years

William Polloxfen

Died 12th November 1892

Aged 81 years

Also

George Thomas Polloxfen

Second son of the above William

And Elizabeth Polloxfen

Died 26th September 1910

Aged 70 years

What follows are extracts from Slater’s Directory of Traders. The 1870 and 1881 extracts show the Middleton and Polloxfen firm, while the 1894 extract shows the new firm name “W. & G.T. Polloxfen & Co.” These extracts show the extent to which both the Middletons and the Polloxfens carried out business in Sligo in the latter half of the 19th Century.

Slater’s Directory 1870
Listed as Millers; 
Middleton & Polloxfen, Sligo Mills, Camphill Mills & Avena Mills, Ballysodare

Listed as Provision

 Merchants (& Ship Owners);
Middleton & Polloxfen, Wine St

Slater’s Directory 1881
Listed as Corn & Flour Merchants:
Middleton & Polloxfen, Wine St.

Listed as Millers:
Middleton & Polloxfen, Camphill Mills, Collooney, Avena Mills, Ballisodare & Distillery and Sligo Mills, Sligo

Listed as Salt Merchants & Dealers: Middleton & Polloxfen, Wine St

Listed as Ship Brokers;
Middleton & Polloxfen, Wine St

Slater’s Directory 1894
Listed under Commercial;
Polloxfen, W. & G.T. & Co. Provision
POLLOXFEN INCORPORATED AS A LIMITED COMPANY

In 1913, the firm W. & G.T. Polloxfen was incorporated as a limited company. From then on it was known as “W. & G.T. Polloxfen and Company Ltd.” The directors of the company were;

Senator Arthur Jackson D.L., Sir Henry J. Forde, R.B. Fair, Junr, W.J.MacMullen and A. Polloxfen Jackson.

The Sligo Mills were situated at Victoria Bridge (now Hyde Bridge), and were worked by turbines with water from Lough Gill. In case of water shortage in Summer, the mill was worked by a Crossley gas engine with a suction gas plant. The output of maize meal per day was 100 tons.
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The chief mills however were at Ballisodare. Here there was a daily output of 40 tons of flour, 120 tons of maize meal and 20 tons of “Avena” cooked cattle food. There was also a special plant for oatmeal and other cereals. The Avena Mills were worked by turbine water power, and in case of emergency, a large gas engine was available. The height of the falls on the River Uncion were 70 feet, and the power available was 5,000 horsepower. Ballisodare village, and railway station were lit with electric light from the mills. The railway company had sidings where bags of meal and flour were carried on an aerial railway. This transport saved a mile in cartage from one mill to the other. There were two brands of flour manufactured in Avena Mills at this time, namely “Pride of the West,” and “Early Dawn.” There was a large market for both of these flours in the north and west of Ireland. At this stage the Ballisodare Mills provided regular employment to over 100 men.
In the First World War (1914-1918), many of the workers in the mills, went into the service of the British Army. Arthur P. Jackson, one of the directors of the mills also gave service.

What follows is a roll of honour, listing the workers of Polloxfens mills who fought “for King and Country.” This roll of honour is in the form of a plaque and is at present in Ballisodare Mills. Therefore I presume that these men worked in the Ballysodare  Mills.

FOR KING AND COUNTRY

ROLL OF HONOUR

W. & G.T. POLLOXFEN & COMPANY, LTD.

SLIGO OFFICES, MILLS & STORES

Lieut. A.P. Jackson
RNVR
Director

Sergt. H.A. McLoghry
Army Vety Corp
Clerk

Sergt. R. McAlister
Army Vety Corp
Clerk

Private W. Durkin
Army Vety Corp
Clerk

Private T. Spearman
Army Vety Corp
Tallyman

Private P. Williams
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private T. Harte
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private P. McGowan (wounded)
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private J. McGowan
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private P. Chambers
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private P. Meehan
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private C. Hession
Connaught Rangers
Engineer

Private A. Campbell (twice wounded)
Connaught Rangers
Engineer

Private J. Conlon
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private P. Carroll
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private P. McSharry
Army Vety Corps
Carter

Corporal J. Rutledge
Army Vety Corps
Carter

Private J. Harte
Army Vety Corps
Tallyman

Private F. Rutledge
Army Vety Corp
Carter
Private M. McGuinn
Army Vety Corp
Carter

Private J. McVeigh
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private B. Moon
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private W. Garvey
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Sergt M. Lynch
R. Field Artillery
Lighterman

Seaman T. Scanlon (killed)
Mine sweeping
Lighterman

Private J. Scott
Royal Marines Artillery
Clerk

Corporal J. Feeney
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private F. Yole
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private R. Browne (wounded)
Inniskillen Fusiliers
Flour Packer

Private W. Neirn
Inniskillen Fusiliers
Flour Packer

Private M. Nevin
Irish Guards
Labourer

Private M. Howley
Irish Guards
Labourer

Private M. Cavanagh
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private W. Nevin
Irish Guards
Labourer

Private J. Nevin (wounded)
Irish Guards
Labourer

Private Ned Mullen (killed)
Connaught Rangers
Flour Packer

Private W. Woodland
R. Field Artillery
Labourer

Private R. Morrison
Connaught Rangers
Miller

Private H. Howley
Royal Irish Fus
Labourer

Private T. Neary
Royal Marine
Flour Packer

Private P. Savage
Royal Navy
Screen Man
Private T. Benson
Royal Horse Artillery
Smith

Private J. Higgins
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private J. Murphy
Connaught Rangers
Labourer

Private J. McCann
Irish Guards
Labourer
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Electricity did not come to Ballysodare until the 1930’s. Before this, the water of the River Uncion was harnessed to generate electricity for both mills and Ballisodare village itself.
The directors of W. & G.T. Polloxfen and Co. Ltd. continued to run the businesses in Ballisodare, Collooney and Sligo for some years. With the advent of improved transport  and increasing competition, they were eventually forced to sell out, and in 1974, Avena Mills, the last of the Polloxfen’s Mills was sold to the Odlums group.

[image: image12.jpg]" TELEGRAMS. POLLENFEN- BALLISODASE

WG T POLLEXFEN & CO 11D

__—R  GRAIN IMPORTERS : FLAKED MAIZE P~
\v“‘:f \  FLOUR AND INDIAN MEAL MILLERS / AVey, 7

. BALLISODARE [0® " f
S CO. SLIGO | & KERs |

LE TTERHEAD




[image: image13.jpg]


          [image: image14.jpg]W. & G. T. POLLEXFEN & €0. LTD.
(C IF ANY COMPLAINT

PLEASE RETURN
THIS TICKET





[image: image15.jpg].- o :W-.& G T PUllEXFEN & (0 lTDo')

_.,;,?,WHEATMEAL =08



      [image: image16.jpg]: 4

- © RETURNS

O
O e
QO I
H }




[image: image17.jpg]




ODLUMS MILLS

In 1974, the Odlums group bought the Ballisodare Mills. Shortly afterwards, they announced that they were considering the shutting down of the flour milling section of the mills. What follows is an extract from the “Sligo Champion” dated Friday, March 22nd 1974, in which Odlums plans for the mills were reported;

FLOUR MILLS TO CLOSE

“It has been confirmed that Odlums, the parent company, are considering the shutting down of the flour milling section of Ballisodare Mills.

This would have the effect of leaving close on 60 men (about half of the total work force), without work. The animal fodder production side of the mill, will continue to operate.

The employers affected are members of the I.T. & G.W.U., and officials of the Union have been holding talks with the management at local level in an effort to avert the closure.

Next Monday, the Union officials and the management of the mill are to meet representatives from Odlums to discuss the situation.”
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What follows is a detailed account of the closure of Ballisodare Mills, given by extracts from the “Sligo Champion.”

Friday March 9th 1974
FUTURE OF FLOUR MILL UNCERTAIN

“The fate of 60 men employed in the flour milling section of the Ballisodare Mills, still hangs in the balance. This week, a meeting was held, which was attended by the management, a top level representative from Odlums, Mr. T. Higgins – I.T. & G.W.U., and the three local Dail deputies, and it was decided to ‘explore all the possibilities’ of keeping the milling in operation.

Odlums have warned however, that this would require a capital investment of almost three quarters of a million pounds, and to keep the mill working at full capacity would mean turning out more flour than they would be able to sell.

If the milling side of the concern is shut down, it is felt that the animal feed manufacturing could be streamlined and efficiency improved.

It is also intended to continue distributing flour through the Ballisodare Mills.”
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Friday March 31st 1974
INDUSTRY FOR BALLISODARE

“The I.D.A. were making every effort to encourage industrialist to consider locating in Ballisodare, Deputy E. Gilhawley was told by the Minister for Industry and Commerce, in a written reply to a question tabled in Dail Eireann.

He had asked if any special attempts had been made to direct industrial enquiries to Ballisodare, in view of the proposed closure of flour mills there, with a consequent heavy loss of employment. The Minister said three industrialists had visited Ballisodare recently, but it was too early to say whether a definite project would emerge. The I.D.A. was directing the attention of industrialists to the availability of the premises also.

Mr. Keating added that the I.D.A. was prepared to purchase a site for industry in Ballysodare, if this was necessary to secure a suitable factory.”

Friday September 6th 1974

FLOUR MILLS CLOSE AT BALLYSODARE
“The closedown of Pollexfen’s flour mills at Ballysodare commenced on Friday evening, when a total of 38 men completed their employment.

Production actually ceased on Wednesday after over half a century of modern flour production, and it is planned to maintain only the Provender section (Animal and Poultry Department). This will be the biggest lay-off in the factory, and one of those affected was a man with 49 years service, but admits the gloom at the end of a glorious era, all former employees, particularly older men, will receive substantial compensation.

The Ballisodare Mill was unique because of its self-powered water turbine generators, and during E.S.B. strikes, it was one of the few concerns in the country able to work on regardless. An ex-employee, when approached at the weekend, said the closedown would be a big loss to the locality, although employment patterns had changed over the years, and not all the present employees were from the town or its immediate environs.

Products produced were at a very high standard, and down through the century, Ballysodare was dominated by the Mills.

Odlums had offered the 6 acre site of the existing flour mill to any industrialist interested in opening a new industry.

Eventually, only 30 of the original work staff will remain, and a farewell dinner is planned for the end of the month.”
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We can see therefore from these articles, that Pollexfen’s Mills in Ballisodare were sold to Odlums in early 1974, and that consequently, the flour milling section of the mills was shut down. Production in the flour section stopped on Wednesday March 4th 1974, and the flour mills were finally closed on Friday March 6th 1974. Only the Provender section – Animal and Poultry Department – remained open, with 30 of the original work staff, while the closure of the flour section saw the loss of employment for 38 men.
Odlums continued production in the Provender section of Avena Mills until mid 1989. Then, the company decided to cease production in the Provender section of the mill, thus closing totally, the Avena Mills. The closure of the mills was effected  from July 28th 1989, with the loss of about 30 jobs. The demolition of the flour mills commenced shortly after this. However, at the present date (October 6th 1989), demolition has been halted and parts of the flour mills, as well as the Provender section still remain standing in Ballisodare.

EPILOGUE

The closure of the flour section of Ballisodare Mills on Friday September 6th 1974, and of the Provender section on Friday July 28th 1989, saw the end of an era in Ballisodare. Milling had been a way of life in Ballisodare from pre-historic times, and so the closure of the mills left Ballysodare without a milling industry for the first time in thousands of years. What once had been one of the busiest industries in Connacht, now stands idle and perhaps forgotten. The once majestic mill buildings that dominated the town of Ballisodare in the past now stand half demolished and wholly deserted. With the demolition of these buildings and the loss of such an industry, Ballisodare has undoubtedly lost a vast section of its history and its inheritance. But history is merely transient, it does not stand still, and thus Ballisodare must change and advance with the passage of time. Perhaps new industries will open up in Ballisodare in the future and set the foundations for a business as prosperous and a history as colourful as those of the Avena Mills in Ballisodare.
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